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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To protect contents against an illegal read 

by storing a storage means or portable storage means 
with image information on a document or drawing to be 
stored in a ciphered state. 

CONSTITUTION: The document or drawing is inputted p 
as the image information 21 by selecting an image input 
means 11 by an input image selecting means 14, and 
then sent to a ciphering process means 1 5, which 
ciphers the information by using a set cipher key 23. The 
ciphered image information 22 after being sent to an 
output selecting means 16 is outputted to and stored in 
the storage means 12. Then when the information is 
deciphered, the ciphered image information 22 is 
inputted as input data from the input selecting means 14 
and sent to the ciphering process means 1 5, which 
deciphers the information by using the cipher key 23. 
The deciphered image information 21 is sent by an 
output selecting means 16 to a printing output means 13 
to print out the image information on the original 
document or drawing on a form. 
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